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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This action is responding to application papers filed 7/31/2001 

2. Claims 1 - 37 are pending. Independent claims are 1, 3, 5, 8, 9, 10, 16, 18, 
20, 32, 34, 36. 



Claim Rejection - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

4. Claims 1 - 3, 5, 6, 8 - 1 1 , 1 3, 14, 20 - 32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Watanabe (US Patent No. 20030115277) 
in view of Rezvani et al (US Patent No. 6,686,838). 

Regarding Claim 1, Watanabe discloses a communication apparatus, 
comprising: 

b) a displaying device that displays the images received from the camera by 
the first communication device and displays a service menu showing 
services offered by a service center for the user; (see Watanabe 
paragraph [0018], lines 1-6: images are displayed on user system) 
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c) a selecting device that selects an image among the images displayed by 
the displaying device and selects a service among the services displayed 
by the displaying device; (see Watanabe paragraph [0064], lines 4-13: 
user selects service to be performed) 

a) Watanabe discloses a communications node that receives images, (see 
Watanabe paragraph [0017], lines 1-3: images received from user). 
Watanabe does not disclose receiving identification information of a 
camera. However, Rezvani discloses a first communication device that 
receives identification information of a camera owned by a user from the 
camera; (see Rezvani col. 2, lines 9-14; col. 7, lines 1-8: camera 
identification information is transmitted) 

d) Watanabe does not disclose a camera device that transmits its 
identification information to a communications node. However, Rezvani 
discloses a second communication device that transmits the identification 
information, the image and information indicating the service to the service 
center through a network, (see Rezvani col. 2, lines 9-14; col. 7, lines 1-8: 
camera identification information is transmitted) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Watanabe to transmit/receive 
identification information for a camera as taught by Rezvani. One of 
ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to employ Rezvani in order to 
provide improved and efficient systems and methods for remote 
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registration of devices, (see Rezvani col. 1 , lines 32-34: "... provide 
improved systems and methods for remotely registering devices ... ") 

Regarding Claim 2, Watanabe discloses the communication apparatus as 

defined in claim 1, wherein: 

b) the second communication device starts communicating with the service 
center through the network as need arises, (see Watanabe paragraph 
[0065], lines 1-6: service center contacted when service ordered) 

a) Watanabe does not disclose a first communications device that 

automatically start communications. However, Rezvani discloses the first 
communication device automatically starts communicating with the 
camera when the user connects the camera with the first communication 
device; (see Rezvani col. 2, lines 9-14; col. 7, lines 1-8: identification 
information is automatically transmitted) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Watanabe to automatically transmit 
identification information for a camera to a service center as taught by 
Rezvani. One of ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to employ 
Rezvani in order to provide improved and efficient systems and methods 
for remote registration of devices, (see Rezvani col. 1, lines 32-34) 

Regarding Claims 3, 5, Watanabe discloses a server, comprising: 
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b) a recording device that records the identification information and a service 
menu showing services to be offered to the user; (see Watanabe 
paragraph [0068], lines 4-5: identification information maintained; 
paragraph [0064, lines 4-13: services offered) and 

c) a reading device that reads the service menu from the recording device 
according to the identification information; wherein the communication 
device transmits the service menu to the user, (see Watanabe paragraph 
[0018], lines 1-6: service menu is transmitted to user) 

a) Watanabe does not disclose receiving identification information of a 
camera. However, Rezvani discloses a communication device that 
receives identification information of a camera owned by a user from the 
user; (see Rezvani col. 2, lines 9-14; col. 7, lines 1-8: camera identification 
information is transmitted) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Watanabe to transmit/receive 
identification information for a camera as taught by Rezvani. One of 
ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to employ Rezvani in order to 
provide improved and efficient systems and methods for remote 
registration of devices, (see Rezvani col. 1, lines 32-34) 



Regarding Claims 6, 11, 14, Watanabe discloses the server, service center as 
defined in claims 5, 10, 13, wherein the user information includes at least one of 
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the following: a delivery address, a distribution destination of image or audio 
data, a financial source, a password, an address, a name, a gender, a birthday 
and an age. (see Watanabe paragraph [0068], lines 1-5: user information- 
password) 

Regarding Claims 8, 10, Watanabe discloses a server, service center, 
comprising: 

b) a recording device that records the identification information and utility 
data showing services used by the user; (see Watanabe paragraph 
[0068], lines 4-5: user identification information maintained) 

c) a reading device that reads the utility data from the recording device 
according to the identification information; (see Watanabe paragraph 
[0019], lines 1-3: specific user information read) and 

d) a determining device that determines an order of services in a service 
menu to be offered to the user in accordance with the utility data; wherein 
the communication device transmits the service menu showing the 
services in the order determined by the determining device, (see 
Watanabe paragraph [0018], lines 1-6; paragraph [0019], lines 1-3: menu 
base on user information) 

a) Watanabe does not disclose receiving identification information of a 
camera. However, Rezvani discloses a communication device that 
receives identification information of a camera owned by a user from the 
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user; (see Rezvani col. 2, lines 9-14; col. 7, lines 1-8: camera identification 
information is transmitted) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Watanabe to transmit/receive 
identification information for a camera as taught by Rezvani. One of 
ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to employ Rezvani in order to 
provide improved and efficient systems and methods for remote 
registration of devices, (see Rezvani col. 1 , lines 32-34) 

Regarding Claims 9, 23, 27, 31, Watanabe discloses a server, comprising: 

b) a recording device that records the identification information and a 
password; (see Watanabe paragraph [0068], lines 1-5: password access, 
user information maintained) 

c) a verifying device that reads the password from the recording device 
according to the identification information and verifies the password 
received by the communication device with the password read; and a 
device that allows services to the user when the passwords are the same 
and prohibits the services to the user when the passwords are different, 
(see Watanabe paragraph [0069], lines 4-6: menu is displayed only if 
password is valid) 

a) Watanabe discloses a communications node that receives a password of 
the user for user access, (see Watanabe paragraph [0068], lines 1-5: 
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password associated with user) Watanabe does not disclose receiving 
identification information of a camera. However, Rezvani discloses a 
communication device that receives identification information of a camera 
owned by a user from the user; (see Rezvani col. 2, lines 9-14; col. 7, 
lines 1-8: camera identification information is transmitted) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Watanabe to transmit/receive 
identification information for a camera as taught by Rezvani. One of 
ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to employ Rezvani in order to 
provide improved and efficient systems and methods for remote 
registration of devices, (see Rezvani col. 1, lines 32-34) 

Regarding Claim 13, Watanabe discloses the service center as defined in claim 
10, wherein the service includes at least one of the following: an image or audio 
distributing service, an image printing service, a service for publicly opening an 
image on a network, and a service for saving an image in a server, (see 
Watanabe paragraph [0064], lines 11-13: service- image printing service) 

Regarding Claim 20, Watanabe discloses a service method, comprising the 
following steps of: 

b) displaying the images and a service menu showing services to be offered 
by a service center on a displaying device of the communication 
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apparatus; (see Watanabe paragraph [0071], lines 3-8: user images are 
displayed in a selectable menu) 

c) selecting a service from the service menu, or selecting the service and an 
image among the images; (see Watanabe paragraph [0071], lines 6-8; 
paragraph [0063], lines 1-5: user selects an image or a service) 

a) Watanabe discloses a communications node that receives images, (see 
Watanabe paragraph [0017], lines 1-3: images received from user). 
Watanabe does not disclose that receiving identification information of a 
camera. However, Rezvani receiving identification information of the 
camera from a camera connected with a communication apparatus and; 
(see Rezvani col. 2, lines 9-14; col. 7, lines 1-8: camera identification 
information is transmitted) 

d) Watanabe discloses transmitting information indicating the service 
selected (see Watanabe paragraph [0064], lines 4-13: service menu), 
transmitting the identification information and the images through a 
network (see Watanabe paragraph [0017], lines 1-3: images received from 
user). Watanabe does not disclose transmitting identification information 
for a camera. However, Rezvani discloses transmitting identification 
information, (see Rezvani col. 2, lines 9-14; col. 7, lines 1-8: camera 
identification information is transmitted) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Watanabe to transmit identification 
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information for a camera to a service center as taught by Rezvani. One of 
ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to employ Rezvani in order to 
provide improved and efficient systems and methods for remote 
registration of devices, (see Rezvani col. 1, lines 32-34) 

Regarding Claims 21, 22, 25, 26, 29, 30, Watanabe discloses the service 
method as defined in claims 20, 24, 28, wherein: 

b) the server which communicates with the communication apparatus 
through the network has a recording device that records the identification 
information and user information on the user; (see Watanabe paragraph 
[0068], lines 4-5: user information maintained) and 

c) the server reads the user information from the recording device on 
reception of the identification information from the service center and 
transmits the user information to the service center, (see Watanabe 
paragraph [0068], lines 1-5: user information is transmitted to the service 
center) 

a) Watanabe discloses a communications node that receives images, (see 
Watanabe paragraph [0017], lines 1-3: images received from user). 
Watanabe does not disclose receiving identification information of a 
camera. However, Rezvani discloses the communication apparatus 
connects to the service center and transmits the identification information 
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to the service center; (see Rezvani col. 2, lines 9-14; col. 7, lines 1-8: 
camera identification information is transmitted) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Watanabe to transmit/receive 
identification information for a camera as taught by Rezvani. One of 
ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to employ Rezvani in order to 
provide improved and efficient systems and methods for remote 
registration of devices, (see Rezvani col. 1, lines 32-34) 

Regarding Claim 24, Watanabe discloses the service method as defined in 

claim 20, wherein: 

b) the server selects the service menu from the recording device on 

reception of the identification information from the user and transmits the 
service menu to the user, (see Watanabe paragraph [0018], lines 1-6: 
services menu) 



a) Watanabe discloses a communications node stores information for a 
service menu, (see Watanabe paragraph [0064], lines 4-13: services 
menu). Watanabe does not disclose receiving identification information of 
a camera. However, Rezvani discloses a server which communicates 
with the communication apparatus through the network has a recording 
device that records the identification information; (see Rezvani col. 2, lines 
9-14; col. 7, lines 1-8: camera identification information is transmitted) 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Watanabe to transmit/receive 
identification information for a camera as taught by Rezvani. One of 
ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to employ Rezvani in order to 
provide improved and efficient systems and methods for remote 
registration of devices, (see Rezvani col. 1, lines 32-34) 



Regarding Claim 28, Watanabe discloses the service method as defined in 

claim 20, wherein: 

b) the server reads the utility information from the recording device on 
reception of the identification information from the user, determines an 
order of the services in the service menu in accordance with the utility 
information, and transmits the service menu in the order to the user, (see 
Watanabe paragraph [0018], lines 1-6: menu ; paragraph [0019], lines 1- 
3: menu display specific to user) 

a) Watanabe discloses a communications node that records utility 

information (user information service menu information) related to services 
used by the user, (see Watanabe paragraph [0068], lines 4-5: user 
information maintained). Watanabe does not disclose receiving 
identification information of a camera. However, Rezvani discloses a 
server which communicates with the communication apparatus through 
the network has a recording device that records the identification 
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information; (see Rezvani col. 2, lines 9-14; col. 7, lines 1-8: camera 
identification information is transmitted) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Watanabe to transmit/receive 
identification information for a camera as taught by Rezvani. One of 
ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to employ Rezvani in order to 
provide improved and efficient systems and methods for remote 
registration of devices, (see Rezvani col. 1, lines 32-34) 



Regarding Claim 32, Watanabe discloses a service method in which a recording 
device records identification information of a camera owned by a user and user 
information on the user, and at least one of the following is offered: an image or 
audio distributing service, an image printing service, a service for publicly 
opening an image on a network, and a service for saving an image in a server, 
said service method comprising the steps of: 

b) reading the user information from the recording device according to the 
identification information to specify the user, and providing the service to 
the user, (see Watanabe paragraph [0019], lines 1-3: only specific images 
for a specific are displayed in menu) 

a) Watanabe discloses a communications node that receives images, (see 
Watanabe paragraph [0017], lines 1-3: images received from user) and 
receiving service information from a user. ( see Watanabe paragraph 
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[0064], lines 4-13: user menu selection information recorded) Watanabe 
does not disclose receiving identification information of a camera. 
However, Rezvani discloses receiving the identification information from 
the user; (see Rezvani col. 2, lines 9-14; col. 7, lines 1-8: camera 
identification information is transmitted) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Watanabe to transmit/receive 
identification information for a camera as taught by Rezvani. One of 
ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to employ Rezvani in order to 
provide improved and efficient systems and methods for remote 
registration of devices, (see Rezvani col. 1, lines 32-34) 

5. Claims 4, 7, 12, 15, 33, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Watanabe-Rezvani as applied to claims 3, 5, 10, 13, 32, 
above and further in view of Rantze et al (US Patent No. 6,726,094). 

Regarding Claims 4, 7, 12, 15, 33, Watanabe discloses the collection of user 
time and cost information for performed services, (see Watanabe paragraph 
[0041], lines 13-15) Watanabe does not specifically disclose a payment protocol 
used to pay for services performed. However, Rantze discloses the server as 
defined in claims 3, 5, 10, 13, 32, further comprising: 
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a) a payment information recording device that records the identification 
information and a method of payment; (see Rantze col. 3, lines 30-34: 
payment options are presented) 

b) a payment method reading device that reads the method of payment from 
the payment information recording device according to the identification 
information received; (see Rantze col. 3, lines 34-37: payment method is 
processed (i.e. credit card)) and 

c) a charge receiving device that receives a charge for a service in 
accordance with the method of payment read by the payment method 
reading device, (see Rantze col. 3, lines 37-43: payment charge 
information is processed to complete transaction) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Watanabe to capture information 
concerning payment for services as taught by Rantze. One of ordinary 
skill in the art would be motivated to employ Rantze in order to provide 
secure transactions in a network communications environment, (see 
Rantze col. 1 , lines 47-51 : "... makes transactions at self-service 
terminals more secure, . . . allows the capture and retention of data 
needed to verify a transaction, such as a customer credit or debit card 
image, a customer signature, or a visual image of the customer ... ") 
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6. Claims 16 - 19, 34, 36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable ov r Watanabe-Rezvani and further in view of Bancroft et al 
(US Patent No. 6,584,375). 

Regarding Claims 16, 18, 34, 36, Watanabe discloses a service center, the 
service center comprising: 

a) Watanabe does not disclose a communications device that receives 
identification information of a camera. However, Rezvani discloses a 
communication device that receives identification information of the 
camera from the user; (see Rezvani col. 2, lines 9-14; col. 7, lines 1-8: 
camera identification information is transmitted) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Watanabe to transmit identification 
information for a camera to a service center as taught by Rezvani. One of 
ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to employ Rezvani in order to 
provide improved and efficient systems and methods for remote 
registration of devices, (see Rezvani col. 1 , lines 32-34) 

b) Watanabe discloses recording of identification information. Watanabe 
does not disclose processing after sales service information. However 
Bancroft discloses after-sales service information; (see Bancroft col. 33, 
lines 15-22; col. 43-49: history (after sales) information is stored) and 



Application/Control Number: 09/917,729 Page 
Art Unit: 2143 

c) Watanabe does not disclose reading and transmitting after sales service 
data to the user. However, Bancroft discloses the communications device 
transmitting after-sales service data to the user, (see Bancroft col. 33, 
lines 15-22; col. 43-49: user may be prompted to purchase other products 
or services based on history (after-sales) information) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Watanabe to capture and process 
after sales user information as taught by Bancroft. One of ordinary skill in 
the art would be motivated to employ Bancroft in order to enhance 
customer interaction utilizing a variety of user interfaces in a networked 
environment, (see Bancroft col. 40, lines 16-17: " ... system and method 
of the invention, a variety of user interfaces are utilized... "\ col. 40, lines 
50-52: "... invention is susceptible to broad utility and application ... ") 

Regarding Claims 17, 19, Watanabe discloses the storage of user information 
within a database. Watanabe does not disclose processing after-sales service 
information to update user information. However, Bancroft discloses as defined 
in claim 16, wherein the after-sales service information is updating information of 
a program for the camera, (see Bancroft col. 33, lines 15-22; col. 43-49: history 
(after-sales) information updated for user) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Watanabe to capture and process after-sales 
service information as taught by Bancroft. One of ordinary skill in the art would 
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be motivated to employ Bancroft in order to enhance customer interaction 
utilizing a variety of user interfaces in a networked environment, (see Bancroft 
col. 40, lines 16-17) 

7. Claims 35, 37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Watanabe-Rezvani-Bancroft as applied to claims 34, 36 above and 
further in view of Rantze et al (US Patent No. 6,726,094). 

Regarding Claims 35, 37, Watanabe discloses the collection of user time and 
cost information for performed services, (see Watanabe paragraph [0041], lines 
1 3-1 5) Watanabe does not specifically disclose a payment protocol used to pay 
for services performed. However, Rantze discloses the server as defined in 
claims 34, 36, further comprising: 

a) a payment information recording device that records the identification 
information and a method of payment; (see Rantze col. 3, lines 30-34: 
payment options are presented) 

b) a payment method reading device that reads the method of payment 
from the payment information recording device according to the 
identification information received; (see Rantze col. 3, lines 34-37: 
payment method is processed (i.e. credit card)) and 

c) a charge receiving device that receives a charge for a service in 
accordance with the method of payment read by the payment method 
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reading device, (see Rantze col. 3, lines 37-43: payment charge 
information is processed to complete transaction) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Watanabe to capture information concerning ^ 
payment for services as taught by Rantze. One of ordinary skill in the art would 
be motivated to employ Rantze in order to provide secure transactions in a 
network communications environment, (see Rantze col. 1 , lines 47-51 ) 

Conclusion 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Kyung H Shin whose telephone number is 
(571 ) 272-3920. The examiner can normally be reached on 9 am - 7 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, David A Wiley can be reached on (571) 272-3923. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 
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Kyung H Shin 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 2143 
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